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Making Meanings 
This I believe…. During the course of five 
weeks, 18 volunteers joined me in creating 
worship services. They shared from the 
heart. And from the gut. They shared in 
words and in music. And all of us shared 
this wonderful experience of listening and 
hearing, shared-out-loud, some of the 
diverse and deeply-held values of 
members of our community. From 
seventh-grade voices to 70-something 
voices, it was a rich mix of perspectives 
and ideas. 
 
So many of you have said this was our 
best series ever and that you want it to 
continue. So do I. What we’ve just 
experienced is living our second principle: 
acceptance of one another and 
encouragement to spiritual growth in our 
congregations.  
 
So how can it continue? Let me count the 
ways.  
 

1. Reach out to someone you trust and 
suggest that the two of you share 
what you believe. Do it more than 
once; 

 

2.  Join a Chalice Circle or, if you’re 
already in one, consider your own 
thematic This I believe series; 

 

3. Plan to stay a little longer on 
Sundays and participate in the 
Hearthside Chats; 

 

4. Take part in the regular, on-going 
discussions such as the one on 
Peacemaking; 

 

5. Consider writing your own This I 
believe statement (those who did will 
tell you the exercise alone is worth 
it); then share it, they say that’s even 
better; 

 

6. Sign up to preach your statement at 
one of our summer services. A 
whole service too much? Team up 
with friends. 

 
Hey, I’m just getting started with ideas! 
 

 

 
 

Need transportation or child care? 
Call us. We’ll do our best to help. 
 

 
A lot of what happens in Sunday worship – 
and all of what happens during summer 
worship – is brought to you because of the 
support, creativity, energy, ideas, and 
feedback of our Worship Associates Group 
(WAG).  
 
 

If you’d like to have a hand (and a 
voice) in shaping worship services, 
consider joining the WAG team.  
 

 
We meet seven or eight times a year. We 
plan ahead and we look back to learn what 
worked and what might have worked 
better. We fill the pulpit with guests and 
volunteers when the minister is away. We 
serve as Worship Hosts to all our guests in 
the pulpit. Worship Associates help out in 
the pulpit or behind the scenes to ensure 
the best possible worship experience we 
can create. We’re a great team! 
 
And those much-loved summer services – 
they’ve been growing in popularity every 
year. Volunteers do it all: coordinate the 
whole line-up from June to September, 
create the worship services (this is often a 
team effort), host the breakfasts, provide 
the music, get out the publicity, and find 
childcare providers.  
 
 

Tell me what you would like to do. 
In the pulpit? Behind the scenes? 
During the summer? Year ‘round? 
 

 
This is just one example of our shared 
ministry. There are other ways to, as 
Frederick Buechner says, find the place 
where your deep hunger meets the world’s 
great need. Give me a call. I’d like to help 
you find that place for yourself here at First 
Parish. 
 

Katie Lee 
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Seekers of the Light   
 
 
It’s funny how life turns out-- the odds of faith in the face 
of doubt. Camera One closes in. The soundtrack starts. 
The scene begins. You’re playing you now. –Josh Joplin 
 
Not infrequently I take brief walks in the cemetery up the 
hill to clear my mind. It’s quiet, and a good way to be 
reminded of the fragility and ephemeral nature of this 
existence. The only places I find truly difficult there are 
the little infant’s corner, where bereaved parents have 
left toys that will never be played with, and the graves of 
teens, surrounded by youthful mementos. I think this is 
part of the essence of grief. We don’t grieve for what 
we’ve had; we grieve for the future we don’t have 
together, for what might have been, for what we’ll miss.  
 
I am leaving you. There are myriad things we will never 
have or do together. Believe that I grieve for these 
things, too. And there will be time for us to process our 
grief. But I have deep faith in you, in your ability not only 
to carry on successfully, but to improve and grow. If 
anyone ever thought the heart of the RE program 
resided in me, they will be sure to find quite the 
opposite—it’s in you. If I have done my job, you are 
empowered to sustain and to create what is good and 
right for your congregation. Perhaps you have not 
recognized it, but you’ve always been “playing you;” I 
was merely the director. All I ever hoped to do was to 
call forth your dreams and help you find ways to realize 
them. You are strong. You are the stars. If you weren’t, I 
never would have become your DRE in the first place. 
The only reason I got back into the biz was you—your 
health, your strength, your openness, your commitment. 
If anything, you have restored my faith. My faith in the 
power of congregational life, in the goodwill of 
parishioners toward staff, in the possibility of true 
intergenerational community. And you have given me 
the opportunity to better develop my best self.  
 
The final line in the song lyric above is, Take a bow. So, 
take a well-deserved bow. Walk the red carpet—you 
earned it. And then get to work on the next script… 
 

Love, Tracy 
 

Tea With T. 

Many of you have expressed a desire to talk more with 
me about my journey and about your hopes and 
concerns for the program. So, everyone is cordially 
invited to open-house-style tea on either Sunday, March 
2nd from 11:30-1:30 in the Library, or Tuesday, March 4 
from 11:00-12:00 in The Commons. Drop in for any part. 
Children are welcome, and books, toys and art supplies 
will be available for their use.  

 
People We Care About  
 
 
This column seeks to share news (happy, sad, exciting 
events) of our lives so that we may support each other 
as we travel this road together. May it be so. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

This column is not available on our web version of the 
newsletter. Please contact the office for further help. 
If you have news for this column, send it to the First 
Parish Office. (office@fpsudbury.org) 
 
 
 
 
 
 

First Parish of Sudbury’s Pastoral Associates 

  Annmarie Allen Bruce Porter 
  Audrey Kipp Fred Pryor 
  Linda Lamenza Dawn Shilts 
  Polly Meltzer 

In the event of a pastoral need, 
please call our minister or any of these Pastoral Associates. 
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Worship at the  

                                    Meeting House 
 
 
 

Sunday, February 24, 10 am 
Soul Food 

Rev. Frieda Gillespie 
 
This Sunday, our guest will offer a universal exploration 
of the soul sure to stir some spirited reflection. Entitled 
“Soul Food,” the service features the writings of Thomas 
Moore, author of such bestsellers as Care of the Soul.  
 
Moore sees a difference between spirit and soul. 
According to Moore, while spirit activates us, soul gives 
us pause. Taking into account Moore’s reflections about 
a soulful life, can we find a way of looking at soul and the 
satisfaction of our soul in the midst of our busy, secular 
lives?  
 
Rev. Frieda Gillespie is a native of Los Angeles who 
makes her primary home in Framingham. Rev. Gillespie 
is currently serving as interim minister at the Unitarian 
Universalist Metro Atlanta North Congregation in 
Georgia. 
 

Sunday, March 2, 10 am 
We Are All in This Together 

Rev. Katie Lee Crane 
 
Katie Lee recalls a March day 10 years ago when the 
bells rang and the congregation sang and she accepted 
the call to ministry at First Parish of Sudbury. On this 
Stewardship Sunday, she will invite us all to explore the 
ministries we have shared in the intervening years and, 
as stewards of this ministry, to dream of the legacy we 
wish to leave for our children and our children’s children. 
 

There will be a Hearthside Chat at 11:45  
to have a conversation about the day’s topic  

and the issues it raises. 
 
 

Saturday, March 8, 4:30 pm 
Village Worship: Ways the World Prays 
Ms. Tracy Duncan & Rev. Katie Lee Crane 

 
What does it mean to Unitarian Universalists to “pray”? It 
can be…meditation, marching for a cause, hiking, 
quilting, dancing…Come experience some different 
forms of prayer as we explore what it means to pray. 
Village Worship is experiential, multi-age worship that is 
especially guest-friendly, so bring friends, neighbors and 
family!  
 

 

Sunday, March 9, 10 am 
Now is the Time 

Rev. Katie Lee Crane 
 
“Now is the time,” said W.E.B Dubois. “Now is the time,” 
said UUA president, Bill Sinkford, and Moderator, Gini 
Courter. “Now is the time,” proclaimed a host of interfaith 
leaders at the State House in January. Now. Today. We 
can’t wait for tomorrow. Katie Lee speaks of several 
initiatives that have her immediate attention. One is the 
Unitarian Universalist Association’s campaign to grow 
our UU faith in diversity, leadership, spirit, witness and, 
yes, in numbers, too. Another is both closer to home and 
also global in nature; it’s a local interfaith effort to 
encourage all of us – individuals, faith communities, our 
elected officials, our towns and more – to take the 
Interfaith Pledge for Climate Action. 
 

We will share the plate today with the UUA  
“Now is the Time” campaign. 

 
There will be a “Green Fair” in the Parish Hall  

following the service. 
 

Sunday, March 16, 10 am 
Every Reason to Hope 
Rev. Katie Lee Crane 

 
Katie Lee says that it was hearing Frances Moore Lappé 
(author of Diet for a Small Planet) and Paul Loeb; it was 
reading Bishop Desmond Tutu and Vaclav Havel that 
revived her ability to sustain hope when, too often, these 
feel like hopeless times. Join her as she explores what it 
means to hope as some of these luminaries understand 
hope. This service is rescheduled from December when 
we were snowed in. 
 

There will be a Hearthside Chat at 11:45  
to have a conversation about the day’s topic  

and the issues it raises. 
 

Sunday, March 23, 10 am 
Easter: Who Do You Say I Am? 

Rev. Katie Lee Crane 
 
Millions of Christians the world over will faithfully 
commemorate an ancient story where the man, Jesus of 
Nazareth, was crucified, died and was buried, and then 
rose again. Katie Lee will look again at this well-known, 
important religious story, this time through the eyes of 
historians, archeologists, and others whose work gives 
us a probable glimpse at what parts of the story might 
actually have happened and what parts have given 
shape and substance to the foundational story of the 
Christian religion. The choir and guest soloist, Christine 
Duncan, will offer selections from Handel’s Messiah. 
 

There will be a Hearthside Chat at 11:45  
to have a conversation about the day’s topic  

and the issues it raises. 
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Youth  
 News  

 
 
Youth Advisor Search Process Beginning  
A Youth Advisor Search Committee has formed and has 
begun crafting a job description that will soon go out to 
the larger UU community. We hope to have prospective 
candidates to interview in March and April. If you know 
anyone age 25 or older who may make a good Youth 
Advisor, please pass our information to them! Many 
an excellent advisor is a friend or relative of someone in 
a congregation. 
 
Two More Adults For the YA Search Committee 
Needed! This is a small, limited time commitment with 
HUGE results. The committee will meet 3 or 4 times to: 
develop interview questions, interview applicants and 
make a final decision on a candidate. If you value the 
future of the youth program, and have a little time to 
give, contact Tracy at reducation@fpsudbury.org  
 
Do you want your FPS ministry to be with Youth? 
Our Youth are seek an adult who is young-at-heart and 
open-minded to be their Co-Advisor for next year, 
attending meetings and events twice per month. No 
planning involved (unless you want to). Just show up 
and be there for and with the youth. Contact Tracy if you 
think you would like this to be your contribution to First 
Parish next year. 
 
 
 

Emergency Closing Information 
 
If worship services and other events at First Parish need 
to be cancelled due to severe weather or other 
emergency situations, here’s how you can find out: 

By phone—check the recorded message at the First 
Parish number, 978/443-2043. If events for Sunday have 
been cancelled, the message will state that. 

First Parish website—go to www.fpsudbury.org. The 
front page will show information about the emergency 
closing. 

WBZ Radio website--If for any reason you can't access 
our First Parish website, you can go to www.wbz.com, 
click on "School Closings from the WBZ Storm Center" 
button, click on "Religious" and scroll down to look for 
"First Parish of Sudbury." 

By radio—listen to the WBZ Storm Center (news radio 
1030-AM) for the cancellation of our Sunday worship 
service only. Other events cannot be listed. If the 
weather is bad enough that you think a meeting or event 
might be cancelled, please contact the meeting leader. 
 

First Parish Auction 
Saturday, April 12, 6:00pm 

Ted J, Auction Chair writes: “Help! In a moment of 
memory failure and extreme insanity, I offered to be the 
chair of the 2008 AUCTION”. 

 
    Save the date; invite your friends and neighbors 

 
Letters have been written to the merchants, and I have 
expert help from Judy H for Decorations and David G for 
soliciting food and refreshments, and from Rich and 
Sheila D in appealing to historically generous donors 
such as Wayside Inn, but there are things that need to 
be started soon, like: 

 Calling people to ask if they can offer wonderful 
services like dinners for a group of bidders, vacation 
homes for a weekend or week, services such as dog 
walking, cat flattery, and car service to Logan 
Express, and objects of art and beauty for purchase 
by bidders.  

 Being one of the wonderful donors of some 
irresistible item offered in the auction, such as a 
dance party for 20 people at your villa or barn, a 
chowder fest, a barbecue, a pool party, a sail, a 
croquet game, a gourmet dinner, an ethnic dinner, 
lessons in chess, gardening, Zen, motorcycle repair, 
Japanese brush painting or green science. 

 Also I need help assembling the AUCTION BOOK 
by someone who has either done it before or is not 
intimidated by the software (as I am) 

 I need to assemble a strong team with a clever 
leader to do the physical set up for the auction and 
the cleanup and tear down afterward. 

 I will need a group of numerically unchallenged fast 
thinkers to tally the silent auction bids, and to record 
the verbal auction bids, so Roger C can figure out 
quickly at the end who owes what so we can all get 
home at a respectable hour. 

 Often people who know people who have these 
skills are reluctant to rat on their friends, so Please--
if you are good at some of the above things and are 
willing to help again, please call me: Ted Jor email 
me at wt-eljones@comcast.net. 

 
Youth & Kid Party  

(During the Auction) 

The Commons, April 12. 
 
As a service to First Parish, the Youth 
Groups will host the party for all FPS kids. It’ll be fun, 
and the proceeds will go directly to First Parish. Adult 
supervision, too. 
 

$20 per family (any # of kids), and your kids will have a 
blast! Games, fun, music, a DJ! 
 

Watch for more information coming soon. 
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Letter from our Board Chair  
 
The news is slowly sinking in: Tracy Duncan, our 
Director of Religious Education (DRE) is leaving First 
Parish at the end of this program year. It is such 
bittersweet news: sad for us, but such an adventure for 
her as she returns to Simmons College to train to 
become a nurse practitioner. Still it is a big transition for 
all of us. 
 
First, I want to say to all of you that our programs for 
children and youth are successful because of the 
teamwork and leadership of so many dedicated 
volunteers. We will need to find a new DRE, but 
thankfully, we still have you and, undoubtedly, others 
who will step up to the plate when needed. What gifts 
you bring! Thank you. 
  
Second, I want to assure you that, if you need to talk 
about what this means to you or for your children, don't 
hesitate to speak to me or Katie Lee and, certainly, to 
one another. We need to support each another in a 
transition like this and not underestimate how many 
feelings it can bring up for us. 
   
Third, while I want to honor the work ahead with Tracy 
as she continues with us through this year – and I 
certainly want to affirm that we will do our best to say a 
good good-bye – I also want you to know that we've 
already taken the first steps to discern what comes next. 
Katie Lee has spoken to Rev. Liz Strong, the Religious 
Education Program Consultant for the Mass Bay District, 
who has suggested a process and given us a book 
outlining the best practices to follow when searching for 
a Director of Religious Education. 
  
We’ve already taken the first step: determining whether 
we want an interim DRE. A group with representatives 
from Religious Education Committee, Spirit Play Task 
Force and the Youth Adult Committee (YAC) met 
recently and determined that we do not need an interim; 
they recommended that we start the search process for 
a new DRE. With that decision made, the board will take 
step two and appoint and charge a Search Committee in 
March. Then and we’ll already be on step three! 
 
    Celia Hinrichs 
 
 

 

 

Equity Fund Discussions 
—please share your questions and ideas 
 
The Equity Fund is one of First Parish’s most important 
assets. It covers the costs of major work on our property 
and it has provided upfront funding to kickoff capital 
campaigns. It’s often described as a “self-imposed 
savings account.” 
 

Many people don’t really know anything about the 
Equity Fund except that it is discussed at the Annual 
Congregational Meeting. 
 

Most people don’t know its current balance and the 
schedule of projects to be funded by it. 
 

Only some people understand the need for its 
continued financial growth over the next 40 years to 
provide security to First Parish. 
 

Which of these categories best describes you? 
 
The Board of Trustees has asked us to facilitate 
congregational discussions to both educate ourselves 
about this important asset and to offer an opportunity for 
discussion about its funding. 
 
Please join us to learn about the Equity Fund’s history, 
purpose, balance and funding mechanism. Then discuss 
with us an appropriate level of funding. Share with us 
your ideas and suggestions for moving forward.  
 
We will meet Sundays 2/24 and 3/2 at 11:30 after the 
service and Wednesday 2/27 at 7:30. (Childcare can be 
provided if requested in advance—call Fran Sharp in the 
office). 
 
We look forward to talking with you! 
 
- Equity Fund Task Force: Ginny Doxsey, Rich Davison, 
Jan Hardenbergh and Ted Jones 
 

 

Hunter B’s  
Solo Piano Recital  
Sunday, March 2, 3:00pm 
 
Debra and Dick B  
warmly invite all at First Parish to attend  
Hunter's recital, which will be an exciting program 
including works by Beethoven, Chopin, Brahms, 
Debussy, Gershwin and Brubeck. 

A reception will follow the recital. 
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The Canvass is Coming! 
 
 
The canvass—our annual drive for pledges to support 
next year’s operating budget—officially starts on 
Sunday, March 2. Soon after the kickoff, your canvasser 
will contact you by email, or possibly by a telephone call, 
to solicit your pledge. Information will be available about 
next year’s budget during the canvass. Also, those who 
wish will have the opportunity to meet in person with a 
canvasser to learn more. 
 
This year, we have been enriched by those who have 
shared with us through the “This I Believe” series. Many 
of these statements have reminded us of the importance 
of our community and the many different ways we share 
with and support each other.  The canvass represents 
some of the ways we support our community: first, our 
direct financial support is necessary for our ongoing 
operations; and, second, the commitments we make 
during the canvass are part of the planning process for 
our congregation, allowing the congregation to construct 
and approve a budget for the following year. Every voice 
is valuable in this collective process, so please take the 
opportunity to learn more as you make your canvass 
pledge and as we prepare for our annual meeting. You 
will be hearing more about the canvass in the coming 
weeks! 
 
Staff Transitions by Katie Lee Crane 
As we look ahead to next fall we could have as many as 
three new staff members. The Youth Adult Committee, 
working all year with Tracy Duncan, have been 
imagining and designing new and exciting programs for 
youth. Now, with a plan, they are ready to launch a 
search for a part-time Youth Advisor. 
 
At the same time, we are appointing a Search 
Committee to help us find a new Director of Religious 
Education. (See the letter from our Board Chair, Celia 
Hinrichs, on p. 5.) The details of how the two searches 
will dovetail have not all been finalized, but we are 
exploring this with help from a consultant from our Mass 
Bay District office. 
 
On February 15, we submitted a grant proposal to the 
Woburn Grant Foundation to fund a new part-time 
position: Community Life Coordinator. If the position is 
fully-funded by the grant, this person will work closely 
with the Community and Hospitality Committee – and all 
of us – to reach out and invite people to explore First 
Parish, help newcomers find us and get connected, and 
help all members and friends stay connected to the First 
Parish community.  
 
While we are in the earliest stages on all three of these 
positions, we welcome your input and any suggestions 
about people you know (and places to find them) who 
may be seeking these kinds of opportunities. 

 
Faith in Action News 
Quick, easy, fulfilling volunteer opportunity! First 
Parish of Sudbury is among several churches that serve 
lunch on a weekly basis to homeless men, women, and 
children at the Framingham Civic League on Saturday 
mornings. It's a simple job, yet immensely satisfying. 
Your obligation is 3 to 4 mornings per year on a flexible 
schedule for 1½ to 2 hours. One or two First Parish 
volunteers assist Dee Swann from First Parish in 
Framingham who is in charge of the project - and great 
fun to work with! Please contact Sherri Cline or Tom 
Roose for further information. 
 
Habitat for Humanity House in Sudbury  Did you 
know that a Habitat for Humanity project is starting up 
right here in Sudbury? If you would like to be on the 
mailing list for information, just send me your email 
address. We are hoping for the groundbreaking this 
spring! 
 
G@YT Boxes  Thank you for returning your Guest at 
Your Table boxes and contributions. We had a good 
turnout, collecting much more than last year. The UUSC, 
their partner organizations, the people in need all thank 
you for your support. 
 
The Patient Safety Act (H 2059) seeks to avoid the 
understaffing and overworking of nurses in hospitals and 
calls upon the Department of Public Health to set a safe 
limit on the number of patients that nurses in various 
departments are assigned at one time; it also bans 
mandatory overtime. For more information about this bill, 
go to the Faith in Action bulletin board. We urge you to 
find out more about this bill and to write to or phone your 
Massachusetts Senator and Representative to express 
your opinion. 
 

Save these Dates 
 
 

℘ Sunday, March 2, 
3pm Recital by Hunter B in the Sanctuary 

℘ March 15, 16, 21 In-Home Dinners  

℘ Saturday, April 12: First Parish Auction 

℘ Sunday April 13 worship service led by the youth 
group of the Theodore Parker Church, UU in 
West Roxbury. 

 
Village Worship: March 8 at 4:30pm  
World Day of Prayer. What does it mean to Unitarian 
Universalists to “pray”? It can be…meditation, marching 
for a cause, hiking, quilting, dancing…Come experience 
some different forms of prayer as we explore what it 
means to pray. Village Worship is experiential, multi-age 
worship that is especially guest-friendly, so bring friends, 
neighbors and family!  
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Make Time for the Earth NOW –  
Sunday, March 9 Green Fair 
 
Great News! First Parish of Sudbury now is officially a 
candidate for Green Sanctuary status with the UU 
Ministry for Earth. Our application was approved, albeit 
with a few items we need to adjust, clarify, and expand. 
To help us all get together on this, on Sunday, March 9th, 
our coffee hour will expand into a Green Fair and potluck 
lunch. Your Green Sanctuary Committee, with enormous 
help from the Program Council and Community and 
Hospitality Committee, is preparing for this. Come to this 
family event and you can: 
 

 See a working miniature fuel cell car.  
 

 Learn more about how you can save energy in 
your home and as you do your shopping. 

 

 Take our home audit that will help the 
congregation and you understand how well we 
are doing now (this will also be available on the 
Green Sanctuary web page). 

 

 See a short video about all the “stuff” we 
accumulate. 

 

 Thumb through our collection of relevant adult 
and children’s books and decide firsthand which 
ones are right for you. 

 

Make a commitment to actively participate in First 
Parish’s candidacy. We voted to do this at our 2007 
annual meeting, now it’s really time to stand up and walk 
the talk. 
 

 
Dig in for Bruce! 
As most of you know, Bruce 
Langmuir is a visionary, a 
resident guru, leader, and teacher 
in all things GREEN. But Bruce 
has been a bit green himself 
lately and is out of commission 
while he recovers from a recent 
illness.  
 

To pull off the Green Fair on March 9 (see above), we 
are asking you to “dig in for Bruce” (we thought he’d like 
this idea a whole lot more than flowers!). If you can help 
the Green Sanctuary Committee set up for or staff the 
fair, please call Carolyn Lee. If you can help the 
Community and Hospitality Committee host a “green” pot 
luck, please call Ginny Steel. And if you and the whole 
family can come on March 9, by all means do it. It’ll be a 
festive and informative day. Let’s all dig in for Bruce!  
 

Women’s Alliance Retreat  
and Early-March Potluck  
by Donna S, President of the Alliance 
 
You are each warmly invited to the  
Women's Alliance Annual Weekend Retreat. 
May 16-18 
Rolling Ridge Retreat & Conference Center in North 
Andover, MA. (www.rollingridge.org) 
 
If you've never been on our Retreat, consider the 
benefits of a relaxing weekend away, full of laughter, 
quiet times for reflection or alone-time, deep thinking and 
sharing, getting closer with old friends and meeting new 
ones, being outdoors, singing songs, eating together, 
doing crafts and games and having fun. Please reply to 
dscalcione@verizon.net if you're planning to join us or 
with questions. 
 
A brochure with more details about the Retreat will be in 
the lobby by the end of February. 
 
Another way to enjoy each other's 
company is to come to the next 
Alliance potluck supper, 
Sunday, March 2 from 5:30-
7:30 at the home of Susan 
CNo RSVP required unless 
you need childcare. 

Just drop by and enjoy. 
 
 
Your Help is Needed! 
Your local Nominating Committee members (Sara 
Hartman, Annmarie Allen, and Jan Hardenbergh) are 
hard at work looking for the right people for the job! 
Maybe you’re ready to try a new role at First Parish! 
Maybe you want to make some new friends!  
 
Here are some positions we hope to fill for next year: 
 

• Trustee – two positions are open for next year! 

• Treasurer  

• General Assembly - several open slots for 
interested FPS members who want to attend this 
year’s G.A, called A Meeting of Congregations, 
in Fort Lauderdale, Florida from June 25-29, 
2008. Participants pay their own way and 
reportedly have a wonderful, engaging, 
empowering, inspiring, and fun experience with 
other UU members from across the country.  

 
If you would like to try one of the positions – or know of 
someone who would make a great candidate for one of 
the positions, you may contact  
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Community and Hospitality Committee  
Notes from Ginny Steel, co-chair 
 
In-Home Dinners are coming – and it’s time to make 
sure you’ll be taking part. If you have not yet received a 
preliminary phone call or email asking if you are 
interested, or if you have received the questions but 
have not yet responded, let’s hear from you. Sue C 
needs to know by Feb. 24 at the latest: Do you want to 
go to a dinner? Can you host a dinner? On which date 
(Mar. 15, 16 or 21)? Is the information about you in the 
latest directory (yellow) correct?  

If you don’t have a yellow directory, stop and get one at 
the Welcome table after the service on Sunday or in the 
office during the week. 

Five new members were welcomed on Sunday, with a 
ceremony in the worship service, and a special reception 
afterward. Although we realize that official membership 
is not for everyone, and treasure the active “friends” 
among us, we are always particularly happy when 
someone decides to “sign the book” and gain an asterisk 
in the directory. Please welcome these new members: 
Tom A, Michelle S, Jenaabi F, and Dan and Kelly S. As 
Katie Lee said, when new people join a covenanted 
community, it reconstitutes that community. First Parish 
of Sudbury is renewed by its new members.  

The “Learn About Us” workshop – about how our 
congregation is organized, financed and governed, how 
it came to be Unitarian (and then UU), about its 
programs and ministries – was a great success. 
Participants included both newcomers and old-timers, 
who enjoyed the lively lessons. If you missed it this time, 
plan to come next time. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Congregationally Based Community Organizing  
Mass Bay District Social Action Workshops 
Saturday, March 1, First Parish in Wayland *, 9am-1pm 
 
Is Social Action important to you? Do you feel that it is 
an integral part of what it means to be a Unitarian 
Universalist? Would you like to increase the capacity of 
your congregation to organize for social justice with 
oppressed communities? 
 
This Spring the Mass Bay District of Unitarian 
Universalist Churches is offering a half-day training 
workshop in collaboration with the Unitarian Universalist 
Service Committee, the Unitarian Universalist Urban 
Ministry and the Unitarian Universalist Associations 
Program for Advocacy and Witness and UU Mass 
Action. Presentations focus on a three-part training of 
the underlying philosophy of grassroots community 
organizing and social justice principles and how your 
congregations can become more effective and more 
involved.  
  
Along with the training there will be opportunities to 
share success stories and successful strategies among 
UU activists to inspire and entertain. The workshop will 
also provide you with a chance to learn more about the 
programs offered by UU organizations working on justice 
issues and to learn how our congregations can become 
more involved. The workshop concludes with a 
networking lunch where everyone can share ideas and 
get to know one another.  
 
The cost is $200 per congregation or $25 per individual. 
For more information, contact Andrew Taylor, MBD 
Social Action Coordinator at ataylor@mbduua.org or 
(646) 812-6581 or Susan Thomas, District Administrator, 
at 617-498-0396 or mbd@mbduua.org. 
 
* Also to be held other dates at other locations. 
 
 
 

 
 

First Parish of Sudbury Unitarian Universalist 
327 Concord Road, Sudbury, MA 01776 

978 443-2043, fax: 978 443-4391 
Website: www.fpsudbury.org 

Office hours: Monday - Friday 9:00am to 1:00pm 

We embrace diversity and, as a Welcoming Congregation, are intentional about welcoming the presence and 
participation of gay, lesbian, bisexual, and transgender persons in all aspects of congregational life. 

 
                                       Minister:  Rev. Katie Lee Crane   email: minister@fpsudbury.org 
                         Director of Music: Debra Morris-Bennett  email: music@fpsudbury.org 
  Director of Religious Education:  Tracy Duncan  email: reducation@fpsudbury.org 
                              Administrator:  Fran Sharp  email: office@fpsudbury.org 
                Chair, Bd. of Trustees:  Celia Hinrichs 
 

  


