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Next Newsletter Deadline: Wed., Feb. 14, 2007 

Next E-News Bulletin Deadline: Wed., Feb. 28, 2007 
 

In This Issue: 

 Youth Group Guatemalan Lunch cancelled (Feb. 4) 

 First Parish of Sudbury Service Auction, Sat. Feb.10, 6pm 

 Village Worship, Sat. Feb. 3, 4:30pm 

 Movie Night, Sat. Feb. 3, 6:30pm 

 New Daytime Chalice Circle Forming 

 New I.R.S. Rules for Donations 

 Collegium on Jesus—almost full! 

  Coffee and Flowers—Time to Sign Up 

 Buddhist Meditation Group Begins Second Session 

 Faith in Action News: Guest at Your Table, R.I.M., Share the Plate 
 
Cancellation of Youth Lunch Planned for Feb. 4—a message from our Youth Advisor: 
 
“The lunch that the Senior Youth Group had planned for February 4th will not take place as the group trip to 
Guatemala has been canceled, at least for this year. We apologize for any inconvenience. The recent tragedy at 
the high school has affected many people within the First Parish community but it is especially close to the youth 
and to their families. This is a wonderful group of young people who are moving forward and the youth group will be 
meeting this week to start making new plans which we will share as they are developed. Thank you all for the many 
kinds of support that you provide.” --John Brock, Acting Youth Advisor 
 
 
 
 

First Parish Auction – February 10, 2007 
 
Our annual service auction, “You’ve gotta have heart”, will be all you’ve 
come to love: food, fun, live music, and great gifts at great prices. Many 
local merchants have donated everything from food and drink to jewelry 
and pottery. First Parish members and friends have donated pictures, a 
week at their vacation home, advice on gardening and landscaping, kayak 
and chess lessons, an afternoon with a beekeeper, a dance at a former 
speakeasy, a pool party, six months of soup, singing telegrams. and much 
much more. And of course, Katie Lee will auction a sermon topic (Can the 
men repeat their stunning victory of 2006?…)  
 
Now it’s your turn to help us. Save the date. Auction Books describing all of 
the offerings will be available beginning Sunday, Feb. 4 at FPS. Look for 
your booklet at coffee hour, or pick one up outside the office during the 
week (and please do bring your copy with you to the auction.) 
 
On Feb. 10, come at 6PM and pay $10 a person for food, music, fun, and 
the chance to bid on the wonderful items. Bring a non FP friend, and you 
both get in for $5 each! And have fun. 
 
Childcare will be available by prior arrangement. Contact Bonny Linnell. 
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Village Worship:                    Saturday, Feb. 3 at 4:30pm 
 
 
CC. King, a leader of Interplay, will be our guest, leading all ages and abilities on a playful journey of self and group 
exploration guaranteed to bring fun and creativity to the cold midwinter. Interplay is what Village Worship is all 
about--informal, experiential worship for all ages. A potluck supper will follow in the Parish Hall. 
 
 
Family Film And Potluck Supper - Groundhog Day (1993)  
Saturday Feb 3 At 6:30pm 
 
The movie is about a man who finds himself living the same day over and over and over again. He is the only 
person in his world who knows this is happening, and after going through periods of dismay and bitterness, revolt 
and despair, suicidal self-destruction and cynical recklessness, he begins to do something that is alien to his 
nature. He begins to learn. Shown on our common’s fabulous 6 x 8 foot screen with surround sound.  
This is an Annual Event-potluck supper-a reading-a song. 
No cooking in The Commons--bring food ready to share, or come join in the post-Village Worship potluck in the 
Parish Hall. 
 
Roger Ebert described the movie: “Groundhog Day” as a film that finds its note and purpose so precisely that its 
genius may not be immediately noticeable. It unfolds so inevitably, is so entertaining, so apparently effortless, that 
you have to stand back and slap yourself before you see how good it really is. There are a few films, and this is one 
of them, that burrow into our memories and become reference points. When you find yourself needing the phrase 
“this is like Groundhog Day” to explain how you feel, a movie has accomplished something.  
 
Daytime Chalice Circle Beginning in April 
 
There is interest in launching a new daytime Chalice Circle in the spring. Several people are waiting for a daytime 
circle to begin and others have expressed interest. The challenge is always finding a time that works for the group. 
Your prompt response – noting all the possible weekday daytimes that might work for you – will help us narrow the 
options to one or two that will work.  
 
If you would like to join a Chalice Circle that meets during the day, please fill out a registration form, available on 
the website or from the office. To learn more about our Chalice Circles go to http://fpsudbury.org/cgi-
bin/wiki.pl?ChaliceCircles for a description, testimonials, frequently asked questions and the registration form itself.  
 
 
 
      Love me Tender 
      Love me True 
      And with me let’s go 
      To the Service Auction 
      It’s Feb 10 you know. 
 
 
Collegium on Jesus Almost Full 
 
Are you interested in the upcoming four-week conversation about Jesus, what we know, what we don’t; what we 
feel, what we don’t; what the historians, the theologians, the archeologists, the believers, and those of us around 
the table know, think and feel about the person known to us as Jesus of Nazareth. Katie Lee will be issuing a 
reading list in early February so there is ample time to explore some of the ideas in advance of the first meeting on 
Wednesday, March 7. Subsequent meetings are on March 14, 21, and 28. There are only a few more spaces left! 
To register, phone or email Carolyn Lee. This program is sponsored by First Parish’s Adult Exploration group. 
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New IRS Rules for Donations  
Starting in 2007, donors will need documentation for all charitable contributions, regardless of size. This may mean 
that more people will need some record of their cash contributions to The First Parish of Sudbury. The new law 
doesn't impose any additional burden on charities in this regard, and First Parish is not required to provide anything 
that we are not providing now (receipts for donations of at least $250). 

However, to help donors, we will be printing some small collection envelopes in which people can put cash, and 
print their names clearly on the outside of the envelope, along with the amount, and an indication of whether the 
donation is payment of a pledge or is a gift. This will allow the Assistant Treasurer to record the cash donation as 
he would a check, so that his record at the year's end can include cash donations that were submitted in the 
envelopes. This information will then be provided to the donor. 
 
 
    Tea for Two, and Two for Tea 
    And coffee too, and also brie, 
    and drink and cake, and cake and drink, 
    and you…. 
 
    At the Service Auction Feb 10. 
 
 

 
Sanctuary Flowers 
(Please sign up)  
 
On Sunday mornings, you’ve probably noticed the flowers that grace the front of our sanctuary. They 

are just one of the little things that are special about our sanctuary time together—a little thing that makes a big 
difference. A little bit of natural beauty that helps us to keep our time together sacred. These flowers are provided 
by members and friends, who sign up in advance. These are sometimes a bouquet or arrangement, a plant, or a 
simple, beautiful stem or two. Some come from the florist, and some from our own gardens. 
 
Those who provide these flowers often choose to dedicate them in memory or in honor of someone special to them, 
and we note that in the Sunday News. It’s one way to bring someone into the sanctuary with us, maybe around the 
time of a birthday or anniversary. 
 
How do you sign up? Simply by choosing the date you would like to provide flowers, and adding this to the signup 
sheet in the Parish Hall. Or, call the office, if that’s more convenient. You will be reminded during the week you are 
scheduled to bring flowers, and asked about the dedication.  
 
And, after the worship service, you are welcome to take the flowers home with you, or if you prefer, they can be 
shared with someone recovering from an illness, or in the hospital, or can be enjoyed at First Parish during the 
week. 
 
 
 
And, we need Coffee Hour providers, too. 
 
The signup board for Coffee Hour providers is pretty empty. How sad would we be if there was no post-service 
coffee hour one Sunday?! If you need more information about what is involved in preparing and serving coffee after 
our Sunday service, contact Nina Piazza or Margherita Walker. It’s pretty straightforward, and there is a printed 
sheet of instructions posted in the kitchen.  
 
Buddhist Meditation Practice and Study Group Begins Second Session 
 
Eight of us have been meeting, meditating, and listening to recordings of the teachings of Pema Chodron, each 
Thursday evening in the Brackett Room, under the leadership of Laine Gifford. We will begin a new eight-week 
session focusing on “Awakening Compassion” on Thursdays from 6:30-8:00pm beginning March 1. If you are 
interested in signing up for this group (committing to attend all sessions), contact Fran Sharp, Susan McKain, or 
Laine Gifford for more information. 
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Faith in Action News 
 
 
A friendly reminder about Guest At Your Table: 

Please find your boxes (and fill them)! We will be collecting contributions made to your Guest at Your Table boxes 
on Sunday February 4. You can help us surpass last year’s “best ever” response by generously filling your box. 
Please bring it and a check made to UUSC for the amount you and your family has collected throughout the 
holidays. Boxes will be collected during service on February 4.  If you have any questions, please call Carol Jerry.  
 
A friendly reminder about RIM: 

Muhammed Benebed, the Algerian refugee, who with his wife and child is being helped through our participation in 
the Refugee Immigration Ministry (RIM) program, has been cleared to seek employment. He is a safety engineer 
and, although he would love to work in his field, he is eager to get work of any kind. Please contact Beth Rust if you 
know of any work opportunities. 
 
A friendly reminder about Share the Plate: 

On Sunday, February 11, we will Share the Plate with the Transylvanian Unitarian organization called UNITAS. 
While visiting Transylvania last summer, Katie Lee met the Rev. Eniko Szabi, a Unitarian Minister, who inaugurated 
this fledgling initiative. Rev. Szabi calls it a grass-roots, barely-funded program to build and sustain community 
among Unitarian women in Transylvania. She and other Unitarian women ministers run the program in addition to 
their regular ministries. Rev. Szabi, for example serves as Unitarian chaplain to more than 18 hospitals and care 
facilities in the city of Kolosvar. Without a car or public transit, she hitchhikes from one to another. 
 
UNITAS began in response to what began happening for women, in particular, following the fall of the Soviet-
backed regime. In "Soviet times" everyone had a job (maybe not a good job or a challenging job or an enriching 
job, but a job). Everyone had health care and child care and other services. Like the jobs themselves, the services 
were not always of sufficient quality to be acceptable. Nonetheless, with the fall of the Soviet Union, these 
"benefits," including employment disappeared overnight. It became difficult for women in particular to find jobs, and 
thus to find and afford services for the health and welfare of themselves and their families; in short, they struggle 
daily to support themselves and their families. 
 
With the coming of the European Union on January 1, 2007, village women will not necessarily see improvements. 
In fact, they may be excluded from doing things the way they've always done them, e.g. sell the unpasteurized milk 
of the family cow to others in the village. Transylvanians feel wary of the benefits of the EU, fearing that it will drain 
the country of its young people as they leave their homeland to seek job opportunities elsewhere in Europe. 
 
UNITAS is a private social service agency to help women help themselves and each other. One of the central 
programs is called "Harmony Training." These are small circles of women of all ages gathered together to share 
their stories and struggles and to support one another. Common as this seems to us in the US, this is a rare and 
even daring concept in Transylvania. The Soviet era fostered so much distrust among people that coming together 
and speaking their stories out loud is almost revolutionary. UNITAS has no government or even denominational 
support; it depends entirely on private donations. 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Home phone numbers are not included in the E-News Bulletin. 
Please check your First Parish directory, or call the office at 978/443-2043 for help. 
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