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GATHERING TONE 
 
PRELUDE    We Are A Gentle Angry People            First Parish Choir 
Music and Lyrics but Holly Near 
 
WELCOME & OPENING WORDS                       Rev. Dr. Marjorie Matty 
 
CHALICE LIGHTING, in unison (by Eric Wikstrom) 
As we approach our annual meeting 
let us remember that we are doing the work of the congregation. 
When we do the work of this congregation, we touch lives. 
When we touch lives, we change the world. 
May this chalice flame we now kindle 
remind us throughout our worship, our coffee hour and our annual meeting 
of our ministry and our mission. 
 
HYMN – If I Had a Hammer       Combined Choirs 
Music and Words by Pete Seeger and Lee Hayes 
 
READING – The Loop of Life by David Kundtz from his book Quiet Mind 
 
MUSICAL INTERLUDE - Tell The Earth to Shake     Combined Choirs 
Gweneth Walker, Music 
 
SERMON                                                                            Rev. Marjorie 
 
OFFERING   Fighting Over What We Believe  
Words & music by Elizabeth Alexander 
 
EXTINGUISHING THE CHALICE (in unison): 
We extinguish this flame but not the light of truth,  
the warmth of community, or the fire of commitment.    
These we carry in our hearts until we are together again.  
 
CLOSING WORDS  
 
POSTLUDE The Tree of Peace       Combined Choirs 
Words & Music by Gweneth Walker     
 
        
 



MUSIC 
 
HYMN - If I Had a Hammer 
Music and lyrics by Pete Seeger and Lee Hayes 

If I had a hammer, I'd hammer in the morning,  
I'd hammer in the evening, all over this land. 
I'd hammer out danger, I'd hammer out a warning, 
I'd hammer out love between my brothers and my sisters, 
All over this land. 

If I had a bell, I'd ring it in the morning;  
I'd ring it in the evening, all over this land. 
I'd ring out danger, I'd ring out a warning, 
I'd ring out love between my brothers and my sisters, 
All over this land. 

If I had a song, I'd sing it in the morning. 
I'd sing it in the evening, all over this land. 
I'd sing out danger, I'd sing out a warning. 
I'd sing out love between my brothers and my sisters,  
All over this land. 

Well, I've got a hammer, and I've got a bell, 
and I've got a song to sing, all over this land. 
It's the hammer of Justice, It's the bell of Freedom, 
It's a song about Love between my brothers and my sisters, 
All over this land. 

NOTES ON TODAY’S MUSIC 
 
Todays’ music was taken from our Spring 2016 Music Sunday called “Raising 
Our Voices”, that we did in collaboration with the choir from the Unitarian 
Universalist Church of Reading.   
 
Instrumentalists 
Margaret Scharff, UUCR Pianist/Organist 
Aaron Clark, UUCR Bass 
David Gould, UUCR percussion 
 
MUSICAL INTERUDE 
Tell the Earth to Shake – Gwyneth Walker  
 

Taken from the poem Earthquake from the “Eight Freedom Songs” written in 
1966 in honor of Martin Luther King, by Thomas Merton (1915-1968), a 
Trappist Monk, presents the powerful voice of God: "Tell the earth to 
shake...for a new world is born, and all my people shall be one." This is an 
insistent poem, with repetitions of stanzas, and only slight variations. Through 
forceful restatement, the poem grows into the closing lines:  
 

There shall be no more hate and no more oppression. The old wrongs are 
done.  My people shall be one.  
 
Go tell the earth to shake 
And tell the thunder  
To wake the sky 
And tear the clouds apart 
Tell my people to come out 
And wonder 
Where the old world is gone 
For a new world is born 
And all my people 
Shall be one. 
 

So tell the earth to shake 
With marching feet 
Of messengers of peace 
Proclaim my law of love 
To every nation 
Every race. 
 

For the old wrongs are over 
The old days are gone 
A new world is rising 
Where my people shall be one. 
So tell the earth to shake 
With marching feet 
Of messengers of peace 
Proclaim my law of love 
To every nation 
Every race. 
 

And say 
The old wrongs are over 
The old ways are done 
There shall be no more hate 
And no more war 
My people shall be one. 



So tell the earth to shake 
With marching feet 
Of messengers of peace 
Proclaim my law of love 
To every nation 
Every race. 
 
For the old world is ended 
The old sky is torn 
Apart. A new day is born 
They hate no more 
They do not go to war 
My people shall be one. 
 
So tell the earth to shake 
With marching feet 
Of messengers of peace 
Proclaim my law of love 
To every nation 
Every race. 
 
There shall be no more hate 
And no more oppression 
The old wrongs are done 
My people shall be one. 
 
 
OFFERING 
 
Fighting Over What We Believe – Lyrics and music by Elizabeth Alexander  
 
A bold meditation on conflict, communication and compassion, with a 
compelling dialogue of voices, a touch of hip-hop cadence, and a "call to 
action" refrain. The interplay between different sections of the choir reflects 
the dynamic relationship necessary for all difficult and important 
conversations. Dialogue is a key element of this song. 
 
Talking left, talking right, talking far into the night,  
Splitting hairs, splitting up, splitting off,  
Less and more, rich and poor, what to address, what to ignore,  
What are we really fighting for?  
Persuade, coerce,  
Convene, disperse,  

Accept or curse?  
Deny, confess,  
Condemn or bless?  
Who lives? Who dies?  
My truth, your lies.  
 
Bring in, shut out, what's that all about?  
Who gives out retribution and grace?  
What to keep, what to spend,  
What to give and what to lend?  
Some have not, some have a lot.  
Can we learn to share the things we've got?  
 
I see us fighting over what we believe, how to love and how to pray.  
We begin with hope and resolve and dreams, and end up fighting over what we believe.  
I see us fighting over what we believe, leaving spirits poor and lonely.  
I want to use my fighting spirit in a different way instead of fighting over what we believe.  
I want to wrestle with the angel ‘til the light of dawn,  
And struggle with my need for pride.  
I want to take on my tendency to turn my head,  
And grapple with why it feels so hard to gently lay our differences aside.  
(Day, night, wrong, right, no end in sight.)  
 
We all believe in justice...  
Let's talk about what that looks like.  
And we believe in compassion...  
Let's look at what that really means.  
We believe in the holy work of listening, to every voice.  
Let's start our conversation there...  
Instead of fighting over what we believe. It wears us down and wears us out.  
We have eyes to see, we have ears to hear, we have hands that long to give and receive.  
I see us fighting over what we believe, leaving spirits poor and lonely.  
I want to use my fighting spirit in a different way instead of fighting over what we believe.  
 
(Divide, unite, exclude, invite, day, night, wrong, right, no end in sight.)  
We all believe in justice.  
Let's talk about what that looks like.  
 

© 2011 by Elizabeth Alexander. All rights reserved.  
 
 
POSTLUDE 
The Tree of Peace –  Lyrics and music by Gwyneth Walker 
 Adapted from the poem “O Brother Man” by John Greenleaf Whittier 



The text for The Tree of Peace has been adapted from the Quaker poem, "O 
Brother Man," by John Greenleaf Whittier (1807-1892). This contemporary 
adaptation of the poem broadens the scope of the original with more inclusive 
language, opening with: "O, my brother and my sister, all who walk upon this 
earth, fold to your hearts each other."   A new text fragment, "Listen, listen to 
one another," is introduced into the poem, and serves as an interlude between 
stanzas. The final sentence of the original poem becomes the focal point of 
this work, returning many times: "Love shall tread out the fire of anger, and in 
its ashes plant a tree of peace."  
 
O, my sister and my brother, 
All who walk upon this earth, 
Fold to your hearts each other. 
Where mercy dwells, the peace of the Lord is there. 
To live rightly is to love one another, 
Each kindness a gift, each deed a prayer. 
 
O, my sister and my brother, 
All who walk upon this earth, 
Fold to your hearts each other. 
 
Listen, listen to one another 
 
Walk with reverence in the steps of those who have gone before,  
where forgiveness and wisdom has stood. 
So shall the wide earth become a temple, 
Each loving life a psalm of gratitude. 
 
Listen, listen to one another 
 
Then shall all shackles fall. 
The violence of war over the earth shall cease. 
Love shall tread out the fire of anger, 
And in its ashes plant a tree of peace. 
 
Listen, listen to one another 
And plant a tree of peace. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
MILESTONES, ANNOUNCEMENTS and Q&A  
Will be offered during our online coffee hour. Please click the Coffee Hour 
button to join us. 
 
Thanks to Those Assisting Today: 
 
Technical Assistance: If you need technical support please email 

techsupport@FPSudbury.org and a member of our 
team will be in touch. 

Mark Trone 
Chad Trexler 
 
Worship Assistance: 
Debra Morris-Bennett  Terry Lockhart  
Steve Gabler  Ben Reiner 
 
Text your offering 
TEXT NUMBER: 833-448-6403  
In body of text put # amount (over $3)  
The first time you give, you'll be directed to fill in personal  
info/credit card info,  
Submit and receive an email and text receipt!  
 
Directions for online giving: 
We thank you for your generosity! 
• First-time users: First create an account (See the link in the top right corner 
of the screen to sign up). 
You will have an opportunity to set up reoccurring pledges payments or gifts 
via credit card for First Parish.  
• Select the Fund of your choice; 
• Select whether the gift is one time or reoccurring; 
• Select the amount 
As FPS is charged 2.75% of each credit card transaction, we ask you to consider  
adding this percentage to your total gift. 

 
 

 
 
 
 



Welcome 
 
First Parish of Sudbury Unitarian Universalist is a community of seekers that 
recognizes the dignity and worth of every human being, affirms each person’s 
search for truth and meaning, asserts our commitment to freedom, and espouses 
the democratic process. We embrace diversity and include all who share the 
principles and goals of our community. We are a Welcoming Congregation; we 
have made the commitment to be intentional about welcoming the presence and 
participation of gay, lesbian, transgender and bisexual persons in all aspects of 
our congregational life. Together we celebrate the interdependent web of 
existence of which we are all a part. 
 
If you are new to the area or to First Parish, we invite you to sign our guest 
book. If you have questions, would like to enroll your child in our religious 
education program, or would like to speak to our minister, please ask an usher 
for assistance. 
 
Every program at First Parish is funded by voluntary contributions. Members 
and friends make pledges during our annual canvass. To find out how to make 
a pledge at another time, please speak to the Assistant Treasurer or to a greeter. 
 
 

BOARD of TRUSTEES 
Mark Trone, Chair       Valerie Tratnyek Vice-Chair 

Dave Andrews       Aline Kaplan 
Deborah Kruskal     Steve Smith     Chad Trexler 

 
OFFICERS 

Treasurer:  Emarie Pope     
Moderator: Sherri Cline   Clerk: Alex Andrews 

 
STAFF 

  Senior Minister:  Rev. Dr. Marjorie Matty (revmjmatty@gmail.com) 
  Minister of Music:  Rev. Debra Morris-Bennett (musicdir@fpsudbury.org) 
  Director of Religious Exploration:  Jenna Kyes (dre.fpsudbury@gmail.com)   
  Marketing & Communications:  Jody Kotkin 
  Administrator:  Thomas Stirlen (office@fpsudbury.org) 

 
For the most up to date information please refer to the First Parish of 
Sudbury Website www.fpsudbury.org and our online calendar: 
https://fpsudbury.org/home/news-events/calendar/ 
 


