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Next Newsletter Deadline: Wed., Nov. 8, 2006 
Next E-News Bulletin Deadline: Wed., Nov. 22, 2006 

 
In This Issue: 

 

 Ralph’s Memorial Service, Nov. 4 

 Next Women’s Alliance Potluck, Nov. 5 

 Outdoor Cleanup Day—Nov. 11 

 Photo Directory—Additional photo date added--Nov. 15 

 Music Sunday, “Gather at the River”, Nov. 19, 10am 

 Village Worship, “Gifts for Villagers” Sat. Nov. 11, 4:30pm 

 Sudbury Town Center Update 

 Guest at Your Table and Share The Plate Sunday, Nov. 12 

 Green Tips—more ideas on how to save the planet 
  —one choice at a time 

 
 
 
Remembering Ralph D 
 
First Parish will host a memorial service for Ralph D on Saturday, November 4 at 11 am to celebrate his life. There 
will be a light luncheon reception in the Parish Hall following the service. There are several ways you can help to 
make this a special day for his widow, Denny, and their daughters Thalia and Paki. First, if you have stories about 
Ralph, you are welcome to share them with Katie Lee via email: minister@fpsudbury.org or in a note sent to the 
office. (You may also phone but it is easier for Katie Lee if you send your story in writing.)  
 
Second, Barbara H is coordinating the reception, and offers of help for set-up, kitchen help, and clean up would be 
very much appreciated. Please contact Barbara or call the First Parish office if you are able to help. Thank you. 
 
 
Next Women’s Alliance Potluck planned for Sunday, Nov. 5 from 5-8pm 
All women—members and friends—are invited for appetizers and dessert. This month’s meeting will be at the 
home of Audrey K.  Childcare is available with advance notice (call Donna S.). Call the office for more information. 
 
 

Outdoor Cleanup Day 
Saturday, Nov. 11, 9am-1pm 
 
All are encouraged to turn out for the fall cleanup day. Many hands make light work, and there 
are tasks for people of every age and physical ability. Bring rakes and other gardening tools. 
Pizza will be provided, with gratitude, for our workers at lunchtime. 
 
 

 
First Parish Photo Directory—It’s Not Too Late, to have your (family’s) picture taken for our new photo directory. 
The photographer will return on Wednesday, Nov. 15 to photograph any friends and members of FPS who haven’t 
had their pictures taken yet. 
 
Sign up online through our FPS website: http://www.fpsudbury.org/cgi-bin/wiki.pl?PhotoSignUp 
Or speak with Mary McC, Bonnie W, Cilla R, or Ginny S 
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Music Sunday: “Gather at the River”, Sunday, Nov. 19, 10:00am 
The First Parish Choir with Ms. Kathryn Rosenbach, pianist, and  
First Parish Music Director Ms. Debra Morris-Bennett 
 

In keeping with our theme of environmental awareness this year, Water is the theme for this fall's Music Sunday, 
entitled “Gather at the River”. We invite you to come and celebrate this vital resource in worship and song.  
 
This service will include a wide range of composers and styles, including Aaron Copland, Frederick Delius, 
Tamezo Narita, Gwyneth Walker, Daniel Pinkham. Another highlight of this musical worship service, will be the 
moving spiritual “Deep River” arranged for the deep, warm sonorities of the men’s voices, and the heartbreakingly 
sad song “Ol’ Man River” from Show Boat, sung by Graham T, in which the river represents a profound source of 
hope. 
 
Also joining us for this special day of music will be pianist Kathryn Rosenbach who will play Debussy’s “Relfets 
dans l’eau” and “Etude XI – pour les Arpeges compose”. Both of these pieces evoke beautiful images of water.  
Come and close your eyes and be transported to where the music takes you…the seaside, a favorite lake, pond 
or stream. 
 
So, come and “Gather at the River” - plan to arrive early and be settled in your seats, so that you won’t miss a 
note of the Debussy prelude which will begin our celebration of Water. 
 
 
 
Village Worship: Gifts for Villagers       Saturday, Nov. 11, 4:30pm 
 
 
We'll gather together on Saturday, Nov. 11 at 4:30pm to assemble gift bags as part of our prison ministry. Join us 
as we honor the "inherent worth and dignity of every individual." The worship and gift making will be age-
appropriate for all--even our very youngest. Gift bag materials will be provided, and a potluck will follow in the 
Parish Hall. 
 
 
Sudbury Town Center Update 
 
The Town of Sudbury is planning an Article to fund the surveying engineering studies for the 2007 Town Meeting. 
They would like the Warrant to reflect that First Parish supports the town center project. On the other hand, if we 
are totally against it, the town is unlikely to pursue it. The goal of the Trustee appointed Town Center Task Force is 
to coalesce the thoughts and feelings of the congregation and to bring the question of what aspects of the project 
First Parish is willing to support to a vote. The Town Warrant Article deadline is February 1st. Our goal would be to 
have a Special Congregational meeting a week or two before that. 
 
We will hold an information and feedback meeting on Sunday, November 12th after coffee hour at 11:45. Please 
see the Sunday News for the location of the meeting. We started compiling information on the likes and dislikes of 
the congregation. That document will be available before the meeting and as they evolve we will republish them for 
more feedback. This is the place to collect our ideas about pedestrian safety, traffic safety, rural character and 
traffic efficiency. We will also be working with the town as their thoughts evolve. As issues and ideas change, we 
will hold more meetings. 
 
Currently, we have seven drawings from the Cecil group. These are in the library when they are not one display at 
coffee hour. There are many design elements that are collected into three main drawings. We should not focus on 
which alternative is best, but rather, which design elements we like and dislike. 
 
The town's website for the project is here: 
http://www.town.sudbury.ma.us/committees/committee_documents.asp?dept=SCIAC 
 
The task force consists of Beth R (trustee), Bruce L (Building & Grounds), Marge L (Landscape), Lee S (History), 
Deborah K, our representative on the town center committee (SCIAC), Sherri C (Counsel) and two at-large 
members Henry N and Jan H. Please feel free to contact us. 

PDF created with pdfFactory trial version www.pdffactory.com

http://www.town.sudbury.ma.us/committees/committee_documents.asp?dept=SCIAC
http://www.pdffactory.com


First Parish of Sudbury E-News Bulletin, Vol. 18, Issue E-8           Oct 30, 2006 

Page 3  

 
 

Sunday, November 12—A Share the Plate Sunday 
 
Join us for our Sunday morning worship service,  

   “Our Service Continues: Securing, Defending, Protecting, Advancing Human Rights” 
 
As we do each year, Katie Lee and Tracy will welcome “guests at our table.” Meet Ah Maung. She is a teacher and 
one of 51,000 undocumented Burmese immigrants living in Thailand. She faces deportation if we don’t secure her 
right to stay and teach the refugee children. Meet Amina who lives in drought-stricken Dar es Salaam in Tanzania. 
Through our UU Service Committee, we’ve helped her and thousands like her by protecting their access to water. 
Welcome Realea and Macelino. We are strengthening their rights where they work in a poultry plant in Carthage, 
Mississippi. And say “hello” to Juan and Maria; we are helping them to defend civil liberties for themselves and their 
people in Guatemala. Travel the world with us. Meet our neighbors. Invite them to dinner. Continue our service by 
putting our faith in action. 
 
This Sunday we will “Share the Plate” and give half of the morning offering to a charitable organization chosen by 
our Faith in Action Committee. Today, we will Share the Plate with our denomination’s Unitarian Universalist 
Service Committee. To learn more about the UUSC and their mission and initiatives, see their website 
www.uusc.org 
 

 
 

Green Tips 
 
Each month in the newsletter and ENews Bulletin, the Green Sanctuary team will suggest a tip on 'what you can do' 

to be a greener—that is, more ecologically-minded--Earth citizen. We welcome your input. 
 
Paper or Plastic Shopping Bags?  Paper bags are biodegradable, but they require far more energy to produce 
and can take up more space in a landfill than plastic. On the other hand, paper is recycled at a higher rate, making 
space in landfills less of an issue. Does this mean paper bags are the best choice? Well, no. Neither paper nor 
plastic is good for the environment. By far the best choice is to use your own reusable cloth sack (canvass). 
 
Paper bags   Disposed of each year in the US = 1 million tons 

Energy to produce one bag = 25 hundred BTUs 
 
Plastic bags   Disposed of per year in the US = 16 million tons 

Energy to produce one bag = 6 hundred BTUs  
 
Reusable Heavy Cloth Bags The best choice since over the life of the bag; 

Disposed of per year is negligible and 
Energy to produce bags negligible. 

 
The U.S. is an unsustainable throw-away society. We must think differently and recycle and reuse all we can. 
 
If you take your own used bags back to the grocery store to reuse, most stores will give you a 5-cent credit on each 
bag. If you purchase your own reusable heavy cloth shopping bags the 5-cent credit on each bag each time you 
shop will eventually pay for the bag. Purchase or obtain as many cloth bags as you need for one shopping trip and 
keep them all in your car so they are always available. Cloth bags will last many years. (Some folks we know have 
been using the same heavy cloth bags for over 30 years, occasionally washing and air drying. Air drying bags last 
longer and less energy is used.) 

 
It’s not that difficult … being ‘green’. 

 
 
 
 

Home phone numbers are not included in the E-News Bulletin. 
Please check your First Parish directory, or call the office at 978/443-2043 for help. 
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