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Making Meanings 
A few weeks ago, I heard someone ask our Religious 
Educator, Tracy Duncan, why we are considering a 
service trip to Guatemala for our high school youth this 
year? Though I’d been in conversation with Tracy for 
many months about this evolving plan, I was quite taken 
by this part of her response. From her research, plus 
conversations with colleagues locally and at our General 
Assembly, she summarized her opinion this way: “It is 
often a good idea to take people completely out of a 
familiar context and transplant them (albeit temporarily) 
into a dramatically different culture; such experiences 
challenge them to see things in a whole new way.” 
 
Well, I am remembering her words as I reflect on my 
own experiences in Transylvania and Hungary this past 
summer. It was exhilarating to meet new people, both 
my traveling companions (none of whom I knew before) 
and those locals whom I met in their living rooms, their 
sanctuaries, their country villages and their urban 
centers. I want to tell you about the Unitarian ministers I 
met, especially the women. I want to tell you about the 
village cook and her daughter, the housekeeper at the 
Unitarian Pilgrim Village. I want to tell you the stories I 
learned from our drivers and guides. I want to tell you 
about the “torma” lady and the “red bucket” man.  
 
 
I will be hosting “show and tell” on Sunday, October 
29 at 4 p.m. where I can elaborate on many stories. 
 
 
One afternoon and evening, we US female UU ministers 
(five of us) met with 11 Unitarian Transylvanian female 
colleagues serving in villages, cities and the diaspora in 
Transylvania. They were all considerably younger than 
we were. Several were serving their first congregations 
out of divinity school, some were single, others, married 
with small children. In only a few cases was housing 
provided and, often, it was “less than optimal” for their 
needs. Not always running water or indoor plumbing. Not 
always adequate heat. But they were the lucky ones. 
Others had no housing and… no automobiles. Yet they 
often served more than one congregation miles apart. 
 
“How do you do that,” we asked. “In the winter, for 
example, how do you get to your church?”  
 
“We hitchhike,” they told us. One minister served as 
Chaplain to more than a dozen hospitals in a large city 
without a car. Another, whose husband is also a 
Unitarian minister, serves two congregations, as does 
he. They live with her parents to make ends meet and, 
each week, travel in different directions to conduct 

worship in four locations. They do not have a car either. 
These women and their male counterparts earn the US 
equivalent of $250 a month.  
 
My trip was sponsored by MSUU, a fellowship of women 
UU ministers; it was organized by the Unitarian 
Universalist Partner Church Council which fosters and 
supports partner church relationships between North 
American Congregations and places like Romania, 
Hungary, the Czech Republic as well as the Philippines, 
India and, soon, Poland. None of us travelers served a 
congregation with a partner church; few of the ministers 
we met had partnerships either, though eagerly sought 
such relationships. The women ministers we met longed 
for the support they might find in partnerships and those 
of us on the trip will explore the possibility of MSUU 
partnering with the women ministers in Transylvania. 
 
 
Partnering is a grassroots effort, sensitive to and 
sustained by the local needs and interests of both 
partners…. It can be a significant force for social 
justice and international understanding. 
 
  - part of  the UU Partner Church vision 
 
 
Are there people at First Parish interested enough to 
explore what would be involved in becoming a partner 
church? I know it involves a modest financial 
commitment and, more importantly, a mutual covenant 
between congregations that outlines how the two groups 
will forge, sustain, and use their partnership for mutual 
benefit. It could mean visits back and forth. 
  
Let me tell you how such a partnership might tie in with 
our Green Sanctuary initiative. As I mentioned in my 
sermon last week, the survival of today’s Unitarian 
Church in Transylvania may be dependent on economic 
sustainability in their villages. To that end, the UU 
Partner Church Council, in cooperation with religious 
and civic leaders in several villages, facilitated what we 
would call “town meetings” to explore what each village 
needs most. In every case so far, the process has varied 
but the response has been the same: we need reliable 
access to safe water. They dream of keeping their rural 
lifestyle and extraordinary natural landscape through a 
future of agri-tourism. To encourage the tourism that will 
support their farms and their lifestyle, they need running 
water. They need septic systems. Indoor plumbing. They 
need a communal source of safe water. 
 
Are we interested in exploring partnership possibilities? 
     Katie Lee 
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Seekers of the Light    
 

Why Guatemala? 
 
You’ll be hearing a lot about the planned Youth Group 
trip to Guatemala. A big service project is a natural 
continuation of the RE program. The youth will now walk 
the walk, taking their values into the larger world. But 
why Guatemala? Why not, say, Appalachia or New 
Orleans? Doesn’t America need them? Can’t they learn 
the same lessons locally? No. Here’s why: 
 
Esteemed religious educator, Rev. Dick Gilbert, talks 
about the imperative to expose youth to cognitive 
dissonance for spiritual growth. Only when we stand 
completely outside the familiar can we sharply see the 
box we live in and question it. Immersion in an unfamiliar 
culture with a different language and set of economic 
circumstances forces youth to confront their own 
privilege, their culture’s role in the world and their 
assumptions about who they are and what they truly 
value. This confrontation with self forges a lifelong 
examination of assumptions and ethics. 
 
Why not in the US? Yes, we have poverty and need 
here. But even our poorest are often privileged in 
comparison to others worldwide. And, the US has the 
resources to help if it so chooses, unlike many other 
countries. Any cognitive dissonance confronted is diluted 
somewhat by a shared language. Lastly, going abroad 
will strengthen youth’s identity as global citizens, 
something that grows ever more critical in today’s world. 
 
But why Guatemala? Several reasons: 
 

1. The program I’ve chosen, Safe Passage 
(Proyecto Camino Seguro) was started by a UU. 
Our values are implicit in all they do. 

2. The program is extremely well organized—
crucial when traveling with youth abroad. 

3. Several First Parish families have members who 
are Guatemalan by birth and heritage. Those 
who go will be building new understanding and 
connections with our First Parish community. 

 
So please, when opportunities arise, learn along with us 
and support the youth in this life-changing journey. We 
all will be richer for it. 
    

Love, Tracy 
 
Can anyone claim the blue book cabinet from the 
Nursery? There was a large blue, homemade book 
display cabinet in the Nursery that now needs a new 
home. If you made it, or know who did, please contact 
Tracy Duncan, Director of Religious Education. 
Otherwise we will find a new home for it via the Put-&-
Take. 
 

YRUU Youth News 
 
Youth Group Meetings 
 
The Youth Group meets on Sundays from 7:00 to 9:00 
PM in the Commons unless otherwise announced. 
Contact John Brock, Acting Youth Advisor, at 
john.m.brock@gmail.com with questions.  
 
Meeting for Parents of Sr. Youth  
 
Please join us from 6:00 to 7:00pm on September 24th 
at the church to meet our new Youth Advisor, John 
Brock, hear about Youth Group plans (including the 
Guatemala trip) and ask questions. Youth will hang out 
upstairs while adults meet in the Brackett Room, then 
youth will stay for regular Youth Group from 7-9. Pizza 
and salad will be served to all. Please invite anyone you 
know who may be interested in our youth program. And, 
please RSVP to so we can plan enough food! 
 
RSVP to Tracy Duncan reducation@fpsudbury.org or 
John Brock john.m.brock@gmail.com so we can get an 
idea of how many will be coming. 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Fireside Chats: 
Sermon Conversations with Katie Lee 
 
When she is in the pulpit our minister, Rev. 

Katie Lee Crane, offers some spiritual food for thought in 
the Sunday morning worship service, especially her 
sermons. She says she sees the worship service in 
general and her sermons in particular as the start of a 
conversation she hopes will continue long after Sunday 
morning. But the present set-up has her talking and us 
listening! We’d like to change that. Some of you have 
said how much you’d like to continue a conversation 
about what you heard in the Sanctuary immediately 
following the service. Now you can! Though she cannot 
be available every week, Katie Lee has indicated that 
she will highlight and announce in advance those 
Sundays when you can join her for more exploration of 
the topic of the day. 
 
Watch for this symbol. 
 
Katie Lee will host conversations in the Brackett Room 
on September 24 and October 1 (with Dr. Dennis 
McCullough). 
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People We Care About  
 
This column seeks to share news (happy, sad, exciting 
events) of our lives so that we may support each other 
as we travel this road together. May it be so. 
 
 
 
 
This column is not available on the First Parish website 
version of the newsletter. If you need information, 
contact the FPS office. 
 
 
 
 
 
Thanks to Donna S for her contribution to this column for 
the past two years. She has moved on to other 
opportunities to put her caring, good humor and calm 
organization to good use, but we appreciate her help in 
keeping us informed and connected through the news of 
People We Care About. Thanks, Donna!! 
 
If you have news for this column, send it via email to the 
First Parish Office. (office@fpsudbury.org) 

 
 

First Parish of Sudbury’s Pastoral Associates 
 
 Annmarie A       Polly M 
 Geneviève D      Fred P 
 Audrey K    Karen R 
 Linda L       Y Bev W 
 
      Y Pastoral Associates On Call during September 
 
 

 
First Parish Canvass  
By Ted J, Chair, Finance Committee 

 
The Board of Trustees and the Finance Committee 
thank the members and friends of First Parish for their 
strong and decisive response to the second canvass at 
the congregational meeting of May 21. The initial budget 
presented at that meeting had a deficit of approximately 
$24,000, and the additional canvass which was initiated 
at the May 21 meeting raised the Member Donations 
from $190,000 to $214,410, an increase of more than 
$24,000. This, along with a small change in the cleaning 
schedule left us with a net budget surplus of $2,010. 
This additional funding will allow us to fulfill 
commitments, which we had previously made to meet 
UUA guidelines to provide Fair Compensation to our 
staff, and pay our Fair Share of support to UUA and the 
Mass. Bay District. 
 
A brainstorming meeting was held after the 
congregational meeting, and the result was a list of 
eighteen suggestions to be studied which might either 
reduce our expenses or increase our income. These 
have already been considered in several meetings of the 
Trustees and Church Council during the summer, and 
will be explored further by the Finance Committee during 
the coming year. 
 
We still face some challenges ahead. The first is to find 
a way to make sure our annual budget is sustainable, 
and that we can live within our annual income. Secondly, 
we were not able to fulfill a commitment to ourselves to 
add a total of 5% of our annual budget to the Equity 
Fund. This would have been about $16,000 for this year. 
This enforced savings program has served us well in the 
past in helping us to weather several financial 
emergencies. The Building and Grounds Committee has 
studied the long term needs for potential major 
restoration of our building (beyond routine annual 
maintenance), and the Finance Committee has been 
reviewing the financial requirements that may have to be 
fulfilled by the Equity Fund in years to come, and the 
level of annual funding that will be needed so that we will 
meet that objective. We plan to provide a report this year 
to all who would like to review it, and we invite your 
suggestions in this area. 
 
Again, thank you for your strong support and guidance. 
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Special Congregational Meeting 
Sunday, October 15 at 11:15am 

All members of the congregation are urged to come and 
exercise their vote on matters important to the ongoing 
ministry of First Parish. Friends are very welcome, too, 
to join in the discussion. 
 
At the Special Congregational Meeting on Oct. 15 we will  
 
• formally approve the revised budget based on 

increased pledges  
 
• hear reports from the various task forces that came 

out of the June workshop and discuss their goals 
and current work  

 
• discuss the congregational goals described in the 

Trustee column below 

The warrant will be mailed to FPS members in advance, 
and copies will be available for anyone who would like 
one, in the First Parish office by October 8. 
 
Photo Directory In Progress 
Photography dates: Oct. 27, 28 

As you have heard, we are going to create a new 
pictorial directory of our church family. The directory will 
help us to connect names with faces and will highlight 
our staff and activities – a good way to introduce 
ourselves to newcomers. 

Please participate! All we ask is that you have your 
picture taken by the professional photographer and meet 
with a “Portrait Consultant” at the church. For the next 
several weeks, we will be making appointments before 
and after services. Please sign up as soon as possible to 
get the best appointment to fit your schedule. You will 
also be able to sign up online, via the church’s web site. 

• Every participating family/household that selects a 
pose for the directory will receive a free directory and a 
complimentary 8x10 Custom Natural Portrait. 

• You will come to the church only once for photography 
and for portrait viewing. 

• The program is available at no cost to the First Parish 
budget. 

• You will have the opportunity to order additional 
portraits (with a 100% satisfaction guarantee) during 
your scheduled appointment time. 

The scheduled dates for photography and portrait 
viewing are October 27 and 28. If you cannot be there 
on one of these dates, other arrangements can be 
made. 

If you have questions, please contact Bonnie W, Mary 
McC or Cilla R of the Community and Hospitality 
Committee. We look forward to seeing everyone in the 
directory! 

 
Board of Trustees Report 
by Ginny S, Clerk 

From the well-attended Annual Congregational Meeting 
in May and the high-energy workshop in June, the 
Trustees have formulated three top goals for the 
congregation for 2006-2007. What will your role be in 
reaching toward these goals? Would you like more 
conversation about them? You will have that opportunity 
at the Special Congregational Meeting after the worship 
service on October 15 (read on). 

Building and Sustaining our Beloved Community – 
We feel that the key to this goal is engagement: 
engaging new members by providing a welcoming 
environment, engaging our youth fully in the life of 
the congregation, encouraging adults to explore new 
forms of engagement from chalice circles to adult 
education, and engaging those in the community 
who might love to become part of FPS. 

Communication and Collaboration - We want to re-
examine our current modes of communication and 
explore new ones. For example: Are we using the 
newsletter, the web, the Sunday news in the most 
effective ways? How can the congregation and its 
leadership stay in touch and collaborate more 
effectively to get things done? How can we clarify 
our organizational structure and our channels of 
communication? 

Fiscal strategies and accountability - .We feel a 
heightened responsibility to keep the congregation 
informed about fiscal matters, to ensure that our money 
is being spent wisely and effectively, and to have a 
sustainable long-term financial plan that will include 
equity fund contributions at a reasonable level. We were 
heartened by the number of people who increased their 
pledges at the Annual Congregational Meeting in May, 
and we look forward to the continued financial support of 
the entire congregation. 

At the Special Congregational Meeting on Oct. 15 we will 
formally approve the revised budget based on increased 
pledges. We will also hear reports from the various task 
forces that came out of the June workshop and discuss 
their goals and current work. One product of that 
workshop is the set of congregational goals presented 
above. Let’s talk about them. And then we can celebrate 
our dramatically improved budget situation (See article 
by Ted J on page 3.) 
 
The next Board meeting will be on Monday, Oct. 2, at 
7:30 pm. Board meetings are open and anyone is 
welcome to attend. 
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Worship at                      the Meeting House 
    
 
 
Sunday, Sept. 24, 10am 
Water, Water Everywhere 
 
Katie Lee introduces this year’s theme dedicated to 
supporting and enhancing our year-long Green 
Sanctuary initiative. This service will focus on water as a 
resource and the ways humans have abused and 
misused this precious resource. Mindful that this is also 
the season of Jewish High Holy Days, Katie Lee will 
invite us to reflect on the Jewish notions of “teshuvah” 
(repentance) and “tikkun olam” (mending the world) as 
we humans ask forgiveness of the our water for all the 
ways we have harmed it. 

 
All are welcome to join Katie Lee for a “Fireside 
Chat” about her sermon and the issues it raises 
at 11:45 pm in the Brackett Room.  
 

This will be our monthly “Share The Plate” Sunday, with 
our offering being shared with the Robert F. Kennedy 
Children's Action Corps, an organization inspired by the 
life of Robert F. Kennedy. It is committed to caring for 
those children who face some of life's greatest 
challenges. 
 
Sunday, Oct. 1, 10am  
Dr. Dennis McCullough with Rev. Katie Lee Crane 
 
Dr. Dennis McCullough will speak about both 
professional and personal experiences of caring for 
elders who are 80 or older. These experiences led him 
to write his soon-to-be published book My Mother, Your 
Mother: Caring for Elders Late in Life; Dr. McCullough is 
a geriatrician and Dartmouth professor who believes that 
the medical establishment is doing a disservice to elders 
with dramatic medical interventions when quality of life 
could be enhanced by following a gentler, home-
centered, community-centered plan.  

 
The service will be followed by conversation with 
Dr. McCullough at 11:45 pm in the Brackett 
Room. 

 
Sunday, Oct. 8, 10am 
“Season of our Rejoicing”, Rev. Katie Lee Crane  
 
Using Sukkot, the Jewish Festival of Booths/Harvest, as 
a jumping off point, Katie Lee explores how it could be 
that homeless and wandering people could come to 
commemorate this time as a “season of rejoicing.” Can 
we find – or make – for ourselves a season of rejoicing 
in the midst of the world’s great pain? It is about making 
joy holy: the challenge and the choice of finding joy even 
in the face of obstacles. 

 
 
Music Sunday: Nov. 19 
 
Mark you calendars! "Water" is 
the theme for this fall's Music 

Sunday, on Sunday, November 19th at 10:00 am. In 
keeping with our theme of environmental awareness this 
year, the Choir will be singing pieces about water from a 
wide range of composers. Also joining us for this special 
day of music will be pianist, Kathryn Rosenbach who will 
play Debussy. To quote Renée Fleming, "Water and 
music enable us to step out of our daily lives for a 
moment and experience timelessness”. 
 
 

 
                     September’s Invisible Hands Award 
                            The Spirit Play Task Force 
 
Many invisible hands have been busy indeed. The Spirit 
Play Task Force and several of the Spirit Play Guides 
have been creating, arranging, organizing, and cleaning 
all of the special materials and supplies needed in 
Religious Exploration this year (for 3-11 year-olds). 
 
And, in the process they have cleaned and organized 
The Commons kitchenette, and to be honest, it hasn’t 
looked this good since it was built! Let’s thank the SPTF 
for all of the thoughtful and careful attention to the RE 
materials, but let’s also thank them for how clean the 
kitchenette looks … by keeping it clean! Think how nice 
it will be if each Sunday when they set up for their group 
time with the children, the spaces stay as clean as they 
are now. 
 
 
Holly Fair Planning by Cilla R 
Craft Workshops Begin Soon 
 
Start putting your thinking caps on and getting your 
fingers limbered up for a series of workshops to make 
items for our Holly Fair craft table. We are so pleased to 
have Dawn S join us as a co-chair for this fun and festive 
event. She is really handy, too! We are going to run 
weekly workshops both after the lunch on Tuesdays and 
Wednesday eve starting Tuesday, Oct. 3rd after the 
lunch and Wednesday eve, Oct. 4th from 7-9PM through 
the end of November, with the exception of Thanksgiving 
eve, Nov. 22nd. We'll have crafts for you to work on, or 
you can bring your own. If any of you have neat ideas for 
a craft, or if you have a craft ready to donate, or if you 
need a ride, please give us a call. Plan to join us for the 
fun and camaraderie. As Sylvia T, our co-chair for years 
and years would have said about these upcoming 
workshops: “What Fun!” 
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Five Ways to Get Involved 
 
There are dozens and dozens of ways to deepen your 
relationship to First Parish and get to know more 
members of the community. From time to time, we 
highlight some of these hoping that the energy you have 
and the help we need will be a good match. For details 
on any of these, please phone or email the First Parish 
Office: 978 443-2043 or office@fpsudbury.org.  
 
Ø We need someone(s) to write a press release for 

local papers each week. Usually it focuses on the 
Sunday worship topic, but occasionally it highlights 
other activities. Some information is provided in 
advance as is a sample template. 

 
Ø Would you like to host coffee hour for the worship 

service on Sunday mornings? Coffee hour isn’t 
really as hard as you may think. Just some set-up 
(often with a little help from Jason R and his circle of 
friends) and making coffee and tea. Occasionally 
folks choose to bring “goodies” but it is not part of 
the job description!  

 
Ø Can you bring a bouquet from your garden or from 

the florist or even a plant from home to enhance our 
worship experience on some Sunday? You may 
dedicate your offering to someone you love and you 
may take it home or have us give it to someone who 
could use a cheery reminder that we care. 

 
Ø We are look for some children who want to learn 

how to ring the Meeting House bell so that, each 
Sunday, someone can peal the bell to call folks to 
our worship service. If your child is interested, s/he 
must be trained first and sign up in advance. 

 
Ø Our Pastoral Associates wear many hats to support, 

comfort, listen to and otherwise share with 
congregants who need our attention. Occasionally, 
there are times when someone needs a few meals 
in the freezer or a ride to the doctor or a little help of 
one kind or another. The Pastoral Associates wish to 
add a Caring Coordinator to their team, a person 
who can, in such situations, arrange with others in 
the congregation to provide what’s needed. 

 
 
Transylvania Show & Tell 
 
Join Katie Lee in The Commons on Sunday, October 29 
at 4 pm for a conversation about her summer pilgrimage 
to Transylvania. Slides. Objects. Stories. And, if we’re 
lucky, some Hungarian delicacy. Learn more about our 
Unitarian sisters and brothers in Hungary and Romania, 
about village life and a Transylvanian Unitarian 
minister’s life, and also about the Romanian / 
Transylvanian life in the post-Ceausescu era and the 
pre-European Union era. 

Life after 80! 
 
Satchel Paige once said: “Age is a question of mind over 
matter. If you don’t mind, it doesn’t matter.” Many of us 
are blessed with octogenarians in our lives. Parents. 
Grandparents. Friends. Teachers. Wise ones. Prophets. 
And some of us ARE octogenarians. Engaged. Active. 
Busy. What role models you are! But the truth is, the 
body does get older: parts break or run down or require 
maintenance. And the reality is, when you are an 
octogenarian, you have reached late life. 
 
Dr. Dennis McCullough, a family physician specializing 
in geriatrics, and professor at Dartmouth Medical School, 
has written a new book criticizing the medical 
establishment for insisting on too many and invasive 
medical protocols when caring for elders late in life. He 
says this medical model contributes to unnecessary 
expense and, regrettably, “death by intensive care.” 
What people in later life often need, he says, is a 
different kind of care: a family-centered, community-
centered kind of attention that is shaped by cooperation, 
conservation and coordination of resources and 
humanized by gentleness and compassionate 
companionship.  
 
Dr. McCullough will join Katie Lee in the pulpit on 
Sunday, October 29 to speak about these issues from 
not only a professional perspective, but also he will 
share his personal and spiritual perceptions. His book, 
My Mother, Your Mother: Caring for Elders in Late Life, 
will be published next spring by Harper Collins. Dr. 
McCullough will host a conversation in the Brackett 
Room at 11:45 that morning. 
 

 
First Parish of Sudbury Unitarian Universalist 

327 Concord Road 
Sudbury, MA 01776 

978 443-2043 
fax: 978 443-4391 
www.fpsudbury.org 

email: office@fpsudbury.org 
Office hours: Monday - Friday 9:00am to 1:00pm 

We embrace diversity and, as a Welcoming 
Congregation, are intentional about welcoming the 

presence and participation of gay, lesbian, bisexual, and 
transgender persons in all aspects of congregational life. 
 
Minister:           Rev. Katie Lee Crane 
                email: minister@fpsudbury.org 
Director of Music:        Debra Morris-Bennett 
                   email: music@fpsudbury.org 
Director of 
Religious Education:    Tracy Duncan        
                                     email:reducation@fpsudbury.org 
Acting Youth Advisor:   John Brock 
Administrator:            Fran Sharp 
Chair, Bd. of Trustees: Steve J 
Treasurer:            Jan P 
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Saturday, October 14th  
105th Annual Harvest Craft Fair 
10 a.m. to 4 p.m. 
(the weekend following Columbus Day weekend) 
Plan to come. Call your friends, tell your neighbors, pick 
up flyers the end of September to post where you work, 
at schools, etc. We want everyone to come to our 
second largest annual fundraiser. It is the most fun and 
best food day of the fall. The Fair features over 60 
original crafters displaying items including jewelry, 
country decor, paintings, quilts, wood carvings, pottery 
and photos. Our famous lunch of homemade breads and 
soups will again be a main attraction. We average over 
600 attendees, even more on sunny weekends. Many 
people come from outside the church community as 
vendors and attendees. Juried artisans pay a flat fee for 
their space. For the fair to be a raging success, we need 
YOUR help and attendance. First Parish charges a $3 
admission for persons over 12, sells the lunch and 
beverages, and sells baked goods, jams and jellies 
provided by YOU. The Meeting House Preservation 
committee also has their products available, which 
benefit the building.  

Whether or not you can help out at the fair, please take 
the time to come for a delicious lunch and see all the 
wonderful wares being sold by our talented crafters. 

What we Need: 
• Bake all kinds of pies, cakes, cookies, 

brownies and other goodies -- the Bake 
Table ALWAYS sells out at this fair, so the 
more we have, the more we make.  

• Jams and Jellies -- if you put up any jams, 
jellies, chutneys, etc -- please donate some 
of your efforts to the fair. These go very 
quickly and we get good prices for them.  

• Soups & Breads-- Contact Elaine Jones 
(978-443-8785) to volunteer a batch of soup 
or chili or loaves of homemade bread for the 
lunch. Elaine also organizes the kitchen 
serving staff, so please contact her to 
volunteer for that also.  

• Volunteers!—See next column 
 

 

VOLUNTEERS! – Call a member of the 
committee (or the office to find out who to call) to 
volunteer or sign up on the sheets posted in the 
Parish Hall. 

q Assist with setup on Friday between 3:30 
and 7 pm. There are many tasks of all levels 
of difficulty and strength required. Helpful 
children are especially welcome at setup. 
Crafters begin coming to do their setup at 
7pm. so we need to have most of our work 
done by then. Your co-chairs and others will 
be there to direct efforts. 

q Participate in clean-up! If ever there was a 
time when many hands make lighter work, 
this is it! We need to get everything back to 
“normal” before Sunday morning. Help with 
clean up, then adjourn to somewhere with 
us for pizza and libations. 

q We also need people during the Fair to staff 
the admissions, Jams & Jellies, and lunch 
orders tables  

Based on our average attendance, for every hour you 
volunteer, it earns about $50 for the church -- pretty 
good wages. 

Thank you for supporting our congregation. The 
Co-Chairs of the Harvest Craft Fair 
 
It’s that time again: Chalice Circles re-group 
 
Every fall, our Chalice Circles re-group and re-form. 
Often new circles are added. If this concept is new to 
you, Chalice Circles are small groups of adults (usually 
no more than 10) who meet monthly for spiritual 
exploration. 
 
Those who are already active in a Chalice Circle must 
decide soon whether they wish to re-up in their present 
circle, opt out of Chalice Circles all together, or join 
another circle. Those who are not actively engaged in a 
Chalice Circle are invited to consider joining one at this 
time. To join, you must fill out a registration form and 
submit it to the office; you will be invited to join a Circle 
that is compatible to your schedule.  
 
For complete details about Chalice Circles at First Parish 
of Sudbury and for a registration form, see our website: 
www.fpsudbury.org. Click on Adult Programs/Chalice 
Circles in the left tool bar. If you are not a web user, 
simply call the First Parish office and we will see that you 
get the information you need. 
 
Although a person may join a circle at anytime during the 
year, this is a good time to give it a closer look. 

PDF created with pdfFactory trial version www.pdffactory.com

http://www.fpsudbury.org
http://www.pdffactory.com


First Parish of Sudbury Page 8 Newsletter 
 
 

Faith in Action News 
 
Dumpster Day is coming Saturday October 21st!  
Save the Date – Save your Trash!  
 
Backpack Collection  We need your support. For the 
fourth year, HOPEsudbury and First Parish of Sudbury 
are partnering together to collect new backpacks and 
school supplies to donate to homeless children living at 
Sandra's Lodge, an emergency in-take shelter for 
homeless single mothers and their children located in 
Waltham.  
 

Donations can be dropped off at First 
Parish and at Café Decadence and 
Starbucks, both in Sudbury. Along with 
being a collection point for the 
backpacks, Café Decadence is also 
supporting the effort by naming 
HOPEsudbury Backpack Collection as 
the August ‘Charity of the Month’, 
collecting money which will be used to 
purchase items for the drive.  

 
This yearly collection gives the 80 homeless children in 
the shelter a new backpack and supplies to start school 
with in September. They appreciate your support. Call 
Beth R. 
 
Sudbury Interfaith project, RIM – The Algerian refugee 
family has settled into the rectory at St. Elizabeth’s. Their 
son has started school at Lincoln-Sudbury Regional High 
School, the father is volunteering at Stearns farm, the 
mother is practicing her English and making a new home 
for her family. [She could use a woman’s bike with gears 
– got an extra?] 
 
How can you get involved? We are selling fall bulbs as a 
fund raiser to continue our support for this family. Would 
you be able to make an occasional trip to the train 
station or elsewhere they need to go? We are still in 
need of drivers. 
 
Our supporting 
organization,  
The Refugee 
Immigration Ministry (RIM) invites you to attend Its 20th 
anniversary international dinner “Sharing the Journey”, 
aboard the famous Boston Harbor cruise Odyssey, 
Sunday October 15, 2006, Cruise from 4:30-7:00, 
Adults: $40, Children: (2-18) $20, Tables available. 
Entertainment includes music, silent auction, live 
auction, door prizes, gourmet buffet. 
 
 

 
Share the Plate On September 24th we will share the 
morning offering with The Robert F. Kennedy Children's 
Action Corps (http://www.rfkchildren.org/). As one of 
Massachusetts' most well-respected child-welfare 
agencies, it provides a variety of services specially 
tailored to help these young people. Through residential 
counseling, therapy, and a solid educational program, it 
helps hundreds of at-risk children every year. The 
residential and community-based programs provide a 
safe haven for hundreds of children that come from 
unstable, often unsafe, home environments. We 
welcome the opportunity to support their programs. 
 

Prison Ministry Update 
 
First Parish is entering our third year of prison ministry. 
We have attended Caroling and Fellowship evening at 
the Northeast Correctional Center (NCC). Our children 
have lifted the spirits of some of the men at both 
Concord prisons by making special holiday cards with 
heartfelt season’s greetings, we have members who 
have volunteered and participated in training programs 
at NCC and we are mentoring an inmate at the Norfolk 
facility who intends to pursue his bachelor’s degree. In 
July, volunteers and mentors led a summer service and 
a very active talk-back on this ministry. It is our hoped 
that this ministry will continue to grow and flourish in the 
coming months. 
 
A day-long workshop entitled “Embracing the Mission: 
Prison Ministry, Building Community, and Advocating for 
Change” will be held on Saturday, September 30th, First 
Parish in Cambridge (UU). The workshop will run from 
9:30 am – 3:00 pm. Registration deadline is September 
20th. If you are interested in attending, please contact 
Carol Jerry. 
 
Volunteers are needed at the Concord facilities for a 
variety of programs including teaching English as a 
Second Language, Job Search techniques, and playing 
with children in the nursery while their parents visit. 
Please see the Faith in Action bulletin board for other 
volunteer and educational opportunities. 
 
If you are considering volunteering in your local prison, 
an orientation is required before you are allowed to 
enter. Fortunately, NCC (Northeast Correctional Center), 
located on Barrett’s Mill Road (right by the Rt. 2 rotary) is 
having an orientation on September 25th from 6:00 – 
8:00 pm. Anyone interested in attending should follow 
the signs to the visitor entrance and you will be directed 
to the restaurant in the main building. Prison volunteers 
often find that they receive more than they give in prison 
work!. 
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