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THANKSGIVING HOLIDAY 
We wish you all a peaceful and joy-filled Thanksgiving. 

The First Parish offices are closed on Thursday and Friday of this week, and the staff will return to their 
normal schedules on Monday, December 1.  

In case of a pastoral emergency, please leave a message on 978/443-2043 X2, and your call will be 
returned as soon as possible by Rev. Katie Lee Crane or a Pastoral Associate. 
 
NEWS FROM SECRET SANTA  

The response from our congregation was overwhelming. In two weeks, almost all of the 54 names 
had been chosen. Please remember to return new, wrapped presents to the Parish Hall on Sunday 
mornings—Nov. 30 or at the latest, December 7. Please make sure the tags which identify the 
recipient are securely affixed to the outside of the package. Those who chose the Sudbury School 
Students can return the gifts by December 14. If there are any questions, please call Sherri Cline. 

 
NEWCOMER BREAKFAST: SUNDAY, DECEMBER 14 AT 8:30AM 
Do you have questions about the First Parish of Sudbury? All kinds of questions are most 
welcome—to help you learn about our congregational life and how you can be involved. Would 
you like to know about who's who, or what's what? Have you wondered what some of the 
meetings or committees are about? Are you ready to ask about membership, or about finances, 
or more about Unitarian Universalism in general? 
 
Come and share breakfast, questions and answers with members of the Community and 
Hospitality Committee (CHC), and Fran Sharp, Community Life Coordinator, in the Parish Hall 
on Sunday, December 14 at 8:30am. We won't promise to have all the answers, but we'll have 
many of them, and we'll know where to go for the rest. 
 
Child care can be provided, if you let us know by Wednesday, December 10.  
 
We'll start at 8:30 and finish at 9:45. 
 
Please let us know if you are likely to come, by emailing or phoning CHC member Alorie P - by 
December 10. It will help us plan tables and food if we know you are coming, but please feel 
free to come at the last minute even if you have not responded, AND to bring any friend or 
neighbor who may be interested. 
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PEOPLE WE CARE ABOUT  
 

This column seeks to share news (happy, sad, exciting events) of our lives so that we may support each other as 
we travel this road together. May it be so. 
 
We are sorry for any inconvenience, but this column is not available on our website version. Please contact the 
office for help. 
 
If you have news for this column, please send it to our Community Life & Communications Coordinator,  
Fran Sharp, at connect@fpsudbury.org  
 
 
FIRST PARISH’S ANNUAL VILLAGE WORSHIP SERVICE AND SIMPLE GIFT SWAP—SATURDAY, DECEMBER 13 
3:00pm “Simple Gifts” Village Worship, worship leaders: Ms. Roberta Altamari & Rev. Katie Lee Crane 

This is a season for giving. And stores will want us to buy more stuff, charities will want us to send more money, 
and the holiday buzz will pressure us to do more, eat more, drink more, spend more. Is this what we want? Is this 
what anyone needs? Is this consistent with our most deeply-held values? Let’s pause to consider all the ways we 
can truly give from the heart, give gifts that matter to our friends, to the earth, and to the most vulnerable among 
us. Let’s give gifts of faith and hope and love this season. 

Join us as we focus on the joy and fun of creating a simple holiday with family and friends. 

Following Village Worship: Simple Gift Swap in the Parish Hall, with cocoa and cookies  

Have you been to our Simple Gift Swap before? Here’s how it works--You bring lovely things you own but cannot 
use or do not need to First Parish for re-gifting. (If you don’t have anything to contribute, that’s OK). Then, you 
and your family come “shopping” following our Village Worship. When you find something that’s been donated 
that would be “just right” for someone on your gift list, you take it. You can wrap the gifts you’ve chosen and then 
pack them up in a recycled shopping bag. Everything is reused and recycled. No money changes hands.  
 
We know this is especially fun for children. They can bring things to be offered as gifts and take home gifts for the 
people they love. We’ll even let them shop while parents aren’t looking (but other adults are supervising)! 
 
Nobody has to bring a gift to take a gift. If there are gifts left after Saturday’s Swap, we may have a second round 
of “shopping” during Social Hour Sunday, (but here’s an insider tip: the good stuff gets scooped up first, so better 
come on Saturday!) 
 
Here’s what you do: 
 
♥ Gifts must be things you already have but presumably do not need or want. They should be in good condition – 

good enough to give to someone you love. 

♥ Bring gifts, unwrapped, to the First Parish front foyer (under the stairs in the old Meeting House) from Sunday, 
Dec. 7 through Saturday, December 13. (We cannot take anything after 10 AM that morning.) 

♥ Bring gift bags, reusable ribbon and paper; bring shopping bags if you have them. 

Come and exchange our Meeting House for the mall; your First Parish friends for crowds and salespeople; 
spending time for spending money; joyful giggles for tantrums; and a pat on the back for being green instead of a 
kick in the b—t or a hit in the wallet for gas guzzling! Join us. Bring a friend. Bring lots of friends. 
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Holly Fair      Saturday, December 6        10-2 
 
 
This year we’ll have affordable crafts and gifts available for 50-cents to $20 for people of all ages. The 
Holly Fair always promises to be a joyous introduction to the holiday season and just the place to find the 
unique decoration or gift. Holiday shopping opportunities also include fresh table arrangements, wreaths and 
roping, homemade goodies and holiday treats, Cookie Walk, jewelry, a Gifts Again table, a lunch of homemade 
soups and breads, and children’s activities. Come one, come all. 
 
VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITIES INCLUDE: 
 
Before the fair: 
 

Crafts:  Donate your own handmade items for the craft and gift table. 

Gifts Again: Donate “good as new” gifts and/or help Friday afternoon or evening pricing these items.             

Bake and Jams and Jellies Table: Bake pies, cakes, bars, cookies, etc. and share a few jars of your 
own homemade jams and jellies. 

Cookie Walk: Make a batch of festive cookies. We also need your empty 1 lb. coffee cans which can be 
placed in the brown bag in the church kitchen marked as such. 

Homemade Soups and Breads: Check with Elaine J to check whether she needs soups or bread and 
help in the kitchen. 

Greens: Prune some of your evergreen bushes and trees to share and come to the Greens Workshop 
which will be on Friday, the day before the Fair, starting at 9:30.  

 
At the fair:   
 

Helping to staff the above tables as well as the Children’s Activities from 10-12 or 12-2. 
 
After the fair: 
 

Cleanup Crew: commencing at 2PM when the Fair ends. 
 

Please email me or give me a call if you can help in any way. Signup sheets will be at a table in the 
Parish Hall during coffee hour the next 2 Sundays. 
 
 Cilla R … (contact the  FPS office for help) 
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This Coming Sunday’s Worship Service 
 

Sunday, November 30, 10 am  
“GIVING THANKS – A TIME FOR BLESSINGS AND GRATITUDE” 

The Bennett Family with Ms. Annmarie Allen 
 

The holiday season is upon us. During this time of year, it is easy to get caught up in the hustle and 
bustle and distracted by the material things. This year, especially, we are confronted with difficult 
economic times. This Sunday's service will be a wonderful combination of music and spoken word, 
which will provide an opportunity for us to center ourselves and focus on gratitude and blessings. 
 
Our service on Nov. 30 will be offered by Debra Morris-Bennett and her sons, Ryland and Hunter. 
Annmarie Allen, our Chair of the Board of Trustees, and Worship Associate, will be the Worship Leader 
on that day. 
 
 

  

TThhee  BBuulllleettiinn  BBooaarrdd  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
First Parish of Sudbury’s Pastoral Associates 

    Annmarie A    Fred P 
    Audrey K   Paul R 
    Polly M   Dawn S 
    Bruce P 

In the event of a pastoral need, 
please call our minister or any of these Pastoral Associates. 

“Secret Santa” gifts 
due back by  

Sunday Dec. 7 at noon 
For info:  

contact Sherri C 

New Unitarian 
Universalist Service 
Committee Holiday 
and Note Cards 

 

Available at 
https://secure.uusc.org/s
tore/uusc_holiday_cards
and you can see 
pictures of them on 
the Faith in Action 
bulletin board in the 
Parish Hall. 

Revels Service on 
Sunday, Dec. 7, 

10am 
 

Join us for Morris 
Dancing, a Mummers 

Play and much singing, 
dancing and revelry as 

we usher in the 
season of midwinter. 

Simple Gifts Swap 

Bring gifts from  
Dec. 7—Dec 13. 
See page 2 HHaappppyy  TThhaannkkssggiivviinngg! 


